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Introduction 
 

The Incident Location Tool (ILT) is developed and maintained by the Iowa State 

University (ISU) Institute for Transportation and licensed for NYS Police agencies 
to use. ILT is designed to enable officers to designate the location of any incident 

using a map.  The relevant location information (e.g., x and y coordinates, road 
name, etc.) is then automatically transferred to TraCS and populated onto the 

TraCS form.  Location of incidents can be done manually via the map or assisted 

by a GPS device.  Maps are provided and updated by NYS DOT using ALIS 
(Accident Location Information System) maps. 

 
The use of the ILT and subsequent recording of coordinates allows the use of the 

Incident Mapping Tool (IMAT).  IMAT is designed to connect with the TraCS agency 
database to load data and then present captured data using a map based user 

interface. 
 

The use of the ILT and subsequent recording of coordinates also provides timely 
and accurate information for NYS DMV to perform Crash Analysis and for NYS 

DOT. 
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How to use the Incident Locator Tool 

 
1.  For all Crash reports, at the “On Road, Street or Highway” box, click the Locate button 

 

 

 
 

 
Once the ILT is opened you will see the map.  If you have a GPS device enabled for TraCS, the 

map will open to where your car is currently located; otherwise the map will open to the zoom level 

and location of when it was last used. 

 

 

 

1. Arrive at this box 

2. Click the “Locate” Button 
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2. Getting started in the new ILT.  In the new ILT, there is a tool bar in the upper right hand 

corner and the symbols represent different functions as follows. 

 

 Will bring the map of the entire state back up. 

 

 The arrow buttons will move you back and forward like a web browser. 

 

 The plus/minus buttons will zoom you in or out. 

 

 The hand allows you to manually pan the map in any direction. 

 

 This button allows you to enter coordinates to find a map location. 

 

 This button will show or hide the puck. 

 

 

1. The Puck 
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3.  Zoom in to the desired location by using the plus button, then clicking the 

cursor over the desired general location. 
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4.  Once you are zoomed in as close as you need to go, if needed select the hand 

to pan in the appropriate direction to your exact road or street. 
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Scenario 1 – Location at Intersection 

 
1. Move the puck to the desired intersection and click the “Big Red Button” to locate your incident. 
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2. Highlight the correct road from the list, click the double arrows to select that road, then, click 

Ok. 
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3. After clicking “Ok” the ACC location information will be imported in to TraCS. 
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Scenario 2 –Non – Intersection Location 

 

1. Move the puck to the nearest intersection and turn on “Measuring”.  By clicking on the 

measuring feature, a green light indicates measuring has been turned on, a red light indicates 

measuring is turned off.  Measurements will appear to the left of the puck in feet when enabled.  
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2. Drag the puck the desired distance and direction from the intersection, the puck will measure 

your distance as you move from the intersection. 
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3. Click the “Big Red Button” to locate your incident and the incident information will be imported 

in to TraCS. 
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Scenario 3 –Off Roadway 

 

1. Click the snap feature on the puck to turn “snap off” and move the puck to the nearest roadway 

and enable measuring. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2/19/2013 ILT 5 User Guide 

Page 14 of 16 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Drag the puck to the off roadway location of the incident. 
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4.  Click the “Big Red Button” to locate you incident and import your incident information in to TraCS. 
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4. In TraCS edit the “On Road, Street or Highway” description by clicking “Edit”. 

 

 
 

5. Enter the description that fits your Accident. 

 

 
 


